
 

 

Decommissioning of Wells  

 

 

Kwey Pikwakanagan, 

 

As many of you already know the construction of our community Water Treatment 

Plant is scheduled to begin this year.  With this project, comes many questions 

regarding the different steps and processes being taken to provide water to our 

community. One of these steps will include the decommissioning of wells once the 

new water service lines are connected to your homes/businesses. 

 

This flyer will show the pros and cons of decommissioning your well.  It is important 

to note that the cost of decommissioning the well, connection of new water lines, 

and installation of required components in the home will be covered during 

construction, at no cost to the homeowner. Below we have outlined some 

information about the planned decommissioning of existing water wells. 

 

What is the well decommissioning procedure? 

 

Well decommissioning procedures effectively seal the well casing and boreholes. 

The well is excavated to roughly 6 feet, cut off and sealed. The hole is then 

backfilled and returned to its previous state, minus the well casing being above 

grade. By doing this it prevents water from mixing between aquifer zones. Another 

reason is to avoid intrusion of surface water, liquids or other contaminants into the 

aquifer 

 

Pros:   

  

1) Protecting the Aquifer  

 

The most important positive to decommissioning your well is for the protection 

of the aquifer. The aquifer is an underground water body that is tapped into when 

you drill a well. When you connect to the new treated water supply your current 

well will no longer be in use and this can cause your well to become a possible 

source of contaminants entering the aquifer. Once your well is no longer usable 

it is classified as an “abandoned well”. Protecting the aquifer is extremely 

important as you are not the only individual tapping into this water source. 

 

 

 



 

 

2) Abandoned wells will no longer be direct pathways to the Aquifers.  

 

An “abandoned well” is a direct route to the groundwater that is supplying the 

water for the surrounding area.  Any surface contamination will be directly 

transported down the well to the aquifer.  Runoff could carry excess chemicals 

such as fertilizer or weed killer into the well.  Any small animal falling into the 

well could be killed and the decomposing body deposited into the groundwater. 

Animal feces being introduced into the groundwater table via an abandoned well 

was a cause of the Walkerton tragedy in 2000. 

 

3) Ensures future construction/renovations do not impact the new water 

supply system. 

 

If your well was not decommissioned, in the event that you sell your home or 

business the new owner may wish to make modifications. This may include 

plumbing upgrades that could have an impact not just on the property but 

throughout the entire water distribution system.  Untreated water from the well 

could potentially backflow into the watermains.  This could cause potential 

illness.  A boil water advisory/do not consume notice would need to be issued 

while the situation was fixed. If the well is decommissioned there is no chance 

of cross contamination between the old well and the new water supply from the 

water treatment plant.  

 

4) Removes Possibility of Liability 

 

There may also be liability issues to consider if an old well on your property is 

proved to be a conduit for contaminants that reach neighbouring ground water. 

The biggest problem is that old wells can be forgotten. Casings may deteriorate 

and rust, and new owners or property developers can build over the old well site 

or unknowingly create a hazardous land use. For example, wastes associated 

with stables, chicken houses, dumps, oil spills etc., that are located over an old 

out-of-service well hole may flow straight down to the aquifer. As your 

neighbors and fellow community members may choose to continue drawing 

from the aquifer, decommissioning your well ensures their water supply is 

protected from these above-mentioned concerns. 

 

Cons: 

 

1) Unusable 

 

The only “con” that is applicable to this subject is when the well in question may 

be considered good and the homeowner may want to keep it. With that being 

said it will be helpful to remember why the well is being considered for 

decommissioning:  



 

 

 

Based upon ground water sampling done in 2012-2013 there were 191 wells 

tested for uranium, out of the 191 wells tested only 2 had no detectable uranium. 

Many had borderline results just under the exceedance levels. Many individuals 

that believe their water is potable still may have some level of contaminates in 

their current water supply. The unfortunate aspect to this is that these samples 

are several years old so we cannot guarantee the uranium contaminant level has 

not changed during this time, which means the levels may be higher for some 

and not even know it. It should be known too that there has been an uptrend in 

uranium concentration in our community’s water that is being supplied by the 

aquifer. The aquifer has also been known to have higher concentrations of 

hardness, sulphate, sodium and dissolved solids.  

 
 

 Summary: 

 

PROS:  a) Protects the aquifer from further damage 

              b) Ensures “abandoned wells” cannot harm the land, people or animals. 

              c) Makes sure that future construction/alterations cannot impact the new              

                  water supply system 

              d) Removal of possible liability 

      

      CONS:  a) Well will be rendered unusable 

 

I hope that this information has been helpful and clears up some of the questions being 

put forth as to why well decommissioning is required for connections. As a First Nation 

community, we have an obligation to safeguard the land, and protect the water. We 

may not be able to purify the aquifer, but we may be able to stop any further harm from 

entering it. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

      Sincerely, 

 


